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Dear Secretary of State, 
 
Major Road Network consultation 
 
I am writing to submit the views of the London Assembly Transport Committee to your 
consultation on proposals to create a Major Road Network. 
 
London has many of the country’s busiest roads, and therefore it is vital these proposals are 
tailored to reflect the needs of the city. London has growing traffic congestion and serious 
localised air quality issues, which need to be tackled by the Government, Mayor and London 
Boroughs. The Major Road Network proposals and funding should be designed to meet the 
aims of London’s Transport Strategy. 
 
Funding 
At present London does not receive funding from the Government’s Vehicle Excise Duty 
income, despite Londoners providing a large share of this revenue. We believe that this funding 
should be devolved to London. Clearly this would mean splitting that funding between TfL and 
London’s boroughs.  
 
As you will be aware, Transport for London has recently stated that elements of its road 
maintenance programme are being suspended because of a lack of funding. While we believe 
there are steps the Mayor and TfL can take to increase revenue and become more efficient, we 
also urge you to consider providing London with a fair share of roads funding and devolution of 
VED could achieve this. Road maintenance will cost more in the long run if TfL does not carry 
out proactive upgrade work, and leaving roads in a poor state of repair creates danger for all 
road users. 
 
Criteria for inclusion 
Finally, we also ask you to reconsider the proposed criteria for inclusion in the Major Road 
Network. We understand that vehicle numbers, based on Annual Average Daily Flow, will be 
used to determine whether a road is in the Major Road Network. Such an approach is likely to 
exclude key roads in London that have large people flows: buses allow far greater number of 
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people to travel in fewer vehicles, which should be taken into account. MRN funding may lead 
to inefficient road usage being incentivised under the proposed criteria. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on these proposals. I hope you find our submission 
helpful. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Keith Prince AM 
Chairman, Transport Committee  
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